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really done, and if so by whom—but this question of fact under
Henry II was still being decided by the ordeal, which was also
called the Lex Teme (i.e., 'custom of the land'). This ordeal
was either in the form of ordeal by battle (a duel) or of hot iron
or water (the suspected person having to hold hot iron or put
his hand into boiling water), and was used to decide a doubt,
To be defeated in ordeal by battle or to remain unhealed after
a specific time after the ordeal by hot iron or water was held to
be a proof of guilt. The practice was barbaric and unreasonable,
but of very ancient tradition. It was breaking down at this
moment, though not yet abolished. The Church Council which
began to put an end to it was not to meet till more th^n twenty
years after Henry's death. Gradually the ordeal was replaced
by the common jury, and men swore to examine the evidence
and decide upon it.
The Challenge to the Church. With the continual
advance of the new civilization of the Middle Ages there came
everywhere a challenge thrown down by the lay power to the
Church; and this challenge went on side by side with the
continued growth of power and organization within the Church
itself and the increase in the strength of the Papacy which had
been continuous since Hildebrand, and thus going on for a
hundred years- The Church was the universal Christian thing,
the unifying principle of all European civilization; it was the
ground upon which men of every class met and the avenue
whereby men of every class could rise to eminence. The Church
was not only the vital principle of all that society, but the safe-
guard of popular custom and traditional morals. The growing
power of the state could not but come into conflict with the
Church. This was most apparent in the struggle between the
Papacy and the Empire, because the Emperor was, in theory,
the universal lay head; and even in practice he was*the political
head of Italy and of the capital city of Rome, as well as of the
Germanics. But there was bound also to come a clash with the
great Angevin power of the West. The larger struggle between
Emperor and Pope went on into the next century and was not
settled for another hundred years, but a great deal was to turn
^ipcm the issue of the earlier clash between the new Angevin
monarchy—the first Plantagenet—and the Church, though the
issue appeared to be a smaller one than that great affair between
tfae Emperor and the Pope.

